
English as an Additional Language Newsletter | 
February/March 2024 

 

Page 1 | 3 
 

Welcome 

Welcome to the CBE EAL Newsletter! We are excited to share our latest news and 

important information with you.   
  

We will be sharing our newsletters in The Week Ahead (TWA) and 

linking them on the EAL Insite page.  
  

If you haven’t already, you can Self-Register to the D2L EAL Toolbox 

for resources, templates, professional learning and more! 

 

EAL Toolbox Feature 

Check out some resources targeted for our LP1/2 
learners in the D2L EAL Toolbox: 

 
 

                     High School!   

We know it gets busy as the 

semester progresses so try 

something new. Look at your class 

list and plan to connect with a 

different student each day and 

have a conversation to assess 

their listening and speaking language proficiency. If you take a few minutes each 

period to connect with a student and make anecdotal notes, this will support your 

EAL benchmarking for Y1 Reporting. Plus, you will make connections and get to 

know all your students well.  

 

EAL Book Study   
Click here to sign up for the upcoming sessions in EAMS.  

Our sessions are Feb. 7, 21, Mar. 13, Apr. 10 and April 24 from 4-

5pm. Participants who expressed interest in December will have 

already received their book. If you did not sign up for a copy, please 

contact us at ellsupport@cbe.ab.ca. Newly added participants will 

need to get their own copy of the book. 
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Professional 
Learning (PL) 

LP1 & LP2 Resources and 
Supports (October 2023) 

 

 
 

Book Study:  
Inside Out & Back Again 

Sign up for the link in EAMS 

 
 

Other Professional Learning 
Opportunities 

https://insite.cbe.ab.ca/teaching/student-supports/english-language-learners/Pages/default.aspx
https://insite.cbe.ab.ca/teaching/student-supports/english-language-learners/Documents/D2L-shell-Registration.pdf
https://eams.cbe.ab.ca/UI/registrations/processRegistration.aspx?eId=6490&menu=reg
mailto:ellsupport@cbe.ab.ca
https://insite.cbe.ab.ca/teaching/student-supports/english-language-learners/Pages/default.aspx
https://calgaryboardofeducation-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/emluu_cbe_ab_ca/EW2wa1uijo9Jhi4t-2W6u18Bgdj8lFmqR6jO-tRm058VRw?e=beXZgA
https://calgaryboardofeducation-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/emluu_cbe_ab_ca/EW2wa1uijo9Jhi4t-2W6u18Bgdj8lFmqR6jO-tRm058VRw?e=beXZgA
https://eams.cbe.ab.ca/UI/registrations/processRegistration.aspx?eId=6490&menu=reg
https://insite.cbe.ab.ca/teaching/student-supports/english-language-learners/Pages/professional-learning.aspx
https://insite.cbe.ab.ca/teaching/student-supports/english-language-learners/Pages/professional-learning.aspx
https://d2l.cbe.ab.ca/d2l/home/498396
https://d2l.cbe.ab.ca/d2l/le/content/498396/Home?itemIdentifier=D2L.LE.Content.ContentObject.ModuleCO-6639476
https://d2l.cbe.ab.ca/d2l/le/content/498396/Home?itemIdentifier=D2L.LE.Content.ContentObject.ModuleCO-14104650
https://d2l.cbe.ab.ca/d2l/le/content/498396/Home?itemIdentifier=D2L.LE.Content.ContentObject.ModuleCO-6639611
https://d2l.cbe.ab.ca/d2l/le/content/498396/Home?itemIdentifier=D2L.LE.Content.ContentObject.ModuleCO-6639632
https://d2l.cbe.ab.ca/d2l/le/content/498396/Home?itemIdentifier=D2L.LE.Content.ContentObject.ModuleCO-12156940
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Quick Byte Features 
  

Annotating Listening 

▪ Plan and gather evidence of 
understanding 

▪ Examine how tasks tie into 
benchmark indicators 

▪ Annotate for working files 

Annotating Writing 

▪ Identify EAL look-fors in student 
writing 

▪ Assess writing using benchmark 
indicators 

▪ Review resources for teachers 
to appraise LP levels 

Additional Resource:  
Annotating Writing Process 

 

On Our Bookshelves  
 

  

EAL Resources 

Quick Bytes 
5-minute videos to expand your 

EAL practice 

 
EAL 101 Basics 

 
EAL Resources 

 
          Tech Tools 
 

Home Language 
 

Annotating Listening 
 

Annotating Writing 

 

 
 

Alberta Education 
 

Supporting Ukrainian 

Newcomer Students and 

Their Families in Alberta 

Schools 

https://calgaryboardofeducation-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/emluu_cbe_ab_ca/EYeeuBZhcsRJprhss0HrRa8Bv2gaLs6kYVnsInEfP2RoIQ?nav=eyJyZWZlcnJhbEluZm8iOnsicmVmZXJyYWxBcHAiOiJTdHJlYW1XZWJBcHAiLCJyZWZlcnJhbFZpZXciOiJTaGFyZURpYWxvZy1MaW5rIiwicmVmZXJyYWxBcHBQbGF0Zm9ybSI6IldlYiIsInJlZmVycmFsTW9kZSI6InZpZXcifX0%3D&e=XnIaOX
https://calgaryboardofeducation-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/emluu_cbe_ab_ca/EQQ9EoTdzmNNm3_p3G0l0PsBQot75qFDBBpDzQVtsmH8Eg?nav=eyJyZWZlcnJhbEluZm8iOnsicmVmZXJyYWxBcHAiOiJTdHJlYW1XZWJBcHAiLCJyZWZlcnJhbFZpZXciOiJTaGFyZURpYWxvZy1MaW5rIiwicmVmZXJyYWxBcHBQbGF0Zm9ybSI6IldlYiIsInJlZmVycmFsTW9kZSI6InZpZXcifX0%3D&e=ZFDtE6
https://d2l.cbe.ab.ca/d2l/common/dialogs/quickLink/quickLink.d2l?ou=498396&type=content&rcode=CBE-8233674
https://calgaryboardofeducation-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/emluu_cbe_ab_ca/EWmIpCD02XdGqOrLcNlTYS4BXRSNQlRh14yIpZK9UJ8BiQ?nav=eyJyZWZlcnJhbEluZm8iOnsicmVmZXJyYWxBcHAiOiJTdHJlYW1XZWJBcHAiLCJyZWZlcnJhbFZpZXciOiJTaGFyZURpYWxvZyIsInJlZmVycmFsQXBwUGxhdGZvcm0iOiJXZWIiLCJyZWZlcnJhbE1vZGUiOiJ2aWV3In19&e=pPBgQZ
https://calgaryboardofeducation-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/emluu_cbe_ab_ca/EZ_nI-KedZVPn6s78ey7QxUBb-ZOMzbF6epBbQFZ9JWtUA?nav=eyJyZWZlcnJhbEluZm8iOnsicmVmZXJyYWxBcHAiOiJTdHJlYW1XZWJBcHAiLCJyZWZlcnJhbFZpZXciOiJTaGFyZURpYWxvZyIsInJlZmVycmFsQXBwUGxhdGZvcm0iOiJXZWIiLCJyZWZlcnJhbE1vZGUiOiJ2aWV3In19&e=n0hmE9
https://calgaryboardofeducation-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/emluu_cbe_ab_ca/ERT4DObPtURAiCyWhUfC3c0BsNJZUzibs3CciIjmyPuWkg?nav=eyJyZWZlcnJhbEluZm8iOnsicmVmZXJyYWxBcHAiOiJTdHJlYW1XZWJBcHAiLCJyZWZlcnJhbFZpZXciOiJTaGFyZURpYWxvZyIsInJlZmVycmFsQXBwUGxhdGZvcm0iOiJXZWIiLCJyZWZlcnJhbE1vZGUiOiJ2aWV3In19&e=Hy5veW
https://calgaryboardofeducation-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/emluu_cbe_ab_ca/EXE_AAXDzx9Hj0HkfMxwiiwBoLQ6bI2p-_muDW3vSheXfA?nav=eyJyZWZlcnJhbEluZm8iOnsicmVmZXJyYWxBcHAiOiJTdHJlYW1XZWJBcHAiLCJyZWZlcnJhbFZpZXciOiJTaGFyZURpYWxvZyIsInJlZmVycmFsQXBwUGxhdGZvcm0iOiJXZWIiLCJyZWZlcnJhbE1vZGUiOiJ2aWV3In19&e=TZNMRv
https://calgaryboardofeducation-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/emluu_cbe_ab_ca/EYeeuBZhcsRJprhss0HrRa8Bv2gaLs6kYVnsInEfP2RoIQ?nav=eyJyZWZlcnJhbEluZm8iOnsicmVmZXJyYWxBcHAiOiJTdHJlYW1XZWJBcHAiLCJyZWZlcnJhbFZpZXciOiJTaGFyZURpYWxvZy1MaW5rIiwicmVmZXJyYWxBcHBQbGF0Zm9ybSI6IldlYiIsInJlZmVycmFsTW9kZSI6InZpZXcifX0%3D&e=XnIaOX
https://calgaryboardofeducation-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/emluu_cbe_ab_ca/EQQ9EoTdzmNNm3_p3G0l0PsBQot75qFDBBpDzQVtsmH8Eg?nav=eyJyZWZlcnJhbEluZm8iOnsicmVmZXJyYWxBcHAiOiJTdHJlYW1XZWJBcHAiLCJyZWZlcnJhbFZpZXciOiJTaGFyZURpYWxvZy1MaW5rIiwicmVmZXJyYWxBcHBQbGF0Zm9ybSI6IldlYiIsInJlZmVycmFsTW9kZSI6InZpZXcifX0%3D&e=ZFDtE6
https://teachers.ab.ca/sites/default/files/2024-01/COOR-203%20_SupportForUkrainianNewcomerStudents-WEB_2023-11-24.pdf
https://teachers.ab.ca/sites/default/files/2024-01/COOR-203%20_SupportForUkrainianNewcomerStudents-WEB_2023-11-24.pdf
https://teachers.ab.ca/sites/default/files/2024-01/COOR-203%20_SupportForUkrainianNewcomerStudents-WEB_2023-11-24.pdf
https://teachers.ab.ca/sites/default/files/2024-01/COOR-203%20_SupportForUkrainianNewcomerStudents-WEB_2023-11-24.pdf
https://calgaryboardofeducation-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/emluu_cbe_ab_ca/EYeeuBZhcsRJprhss0HrRa8Bv2gaLs6kYVnsInEfP2RoIQ?nav=eyJyZWZlcnJhbEluZm8iOnsicmVmZXJyYWxBcHAiOiJTdHJlYW1XZWJBcHAiLCJyZWZlcnJhbFZpZXciOiJTaGFyZURpYWxvZy1MaW5rIiwicmVmZXJyYWxBcHBQbGF0Zm9ybSI6IldlYiIsInJlZmVycmFsTW9kZSI6InZpZXcifX0%3D&e=XnIaOX
https://calgaryboardofeducation-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/emluu_cbe_ab_ca/EQQ9EoTdzmNNm3_p3G0l0PsBQot75qFDBBpDzQVtsmH8Eg?nav=eyJyZWZlcnJhbEluZm8iOnsicmVmZXJyYWxBcHAiOiJTdHJlYW1XZWJBcHAiLCJyZWZlcnJhbFZpZXciOiJTaGFyZURpYWxvZy1MaW5rIiwicmVmZXJyYWxBcHBQbGF0Zm9ybSI6IldlYiIsInJlZmVycmFsTW9kZSI6InZpZXcifX0%3D&e=ZFDtE6
https://www.amazon.ca/Far-Away-Robert-Munsch/dp/155451939X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=22UPFFJH205RJ&keywords=from+far+away&qid=1703088064&s=books&sprefix=from+far+away%2Cstripbooks%2C110&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.ca/Drawn-Together-Minh-L%C3%AA/dp/1484767608/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3E8YXFO079EJB&keywords=drawn+together&qid=1703088103&s=books&sprefix=drawn+together%2Cstripbooks%2C108&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.ca/Kung-Fu-Master-Marty-Chan/dp/1459822463/ref=sr_1_1?crid=23SY34BXPDLMN&keywords=kung+fu+master+marty+chan&qid=1704813990&sprefix=kung+fu+master+marty+chan%2Caps%2C124&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.ca/One-Grain-Rice-Mathematical-Folktale/dp/059093998X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=36S6BR1F1EL56&keywords=one+grain+of+rice&qid=1703088253&s=books&sprefix=one+grain%2Cstripbooks%2C125&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.ca/Zara-Hossain-Here-Sabina-Khan/dp/1338580876
https://www.amazon.ca/Surprising-Power-Good-Dumpling/dp/1338656112
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Pedagogy Pocket

High Impact EAL Teaching Strategy focus: 

Activating & Building Background Knowledge 

“[EAL learners] may differ from their non-

[EAL] peers in terms of the type of content 

knowledge that they bring to the 

classroom. Teachers of [EAL learners] 

should determine what background 

knowledge is necessary for an academic 

task and how they can […] draw on 

students’ previous learning and 

experiences to help set the context for the 

lesson.” (Fenner and Snyder, 2017) 

Consider the poem on the left, excerpted 

from our EAL Book Study: Inside Out & 

Back Again. How would understanding a 

student’s background knowledge have 

changed this student’s learning 

experience? 

"Having the right background knowledge is critical to ensuring that students 

understand a lesson. This knowledge provides a foundation on which the rest of 

the lesson can be built. For [EAL learners], it can make a significant difference in 

their comprehension of the lesson and any related materials or texts.” (Breiseth, 

2021). 

Strategy Feature: 3-2-1 Bridge Thinking Routine 

Questions or 

Feedback 

If you have any 

questions or feedback, 

please contact us at: 

ellsupport@cbe.ab.ca 

Social Media 

@EALcbe 

#EALcbe  

- Douglas Harkness Hour: Diversity is our Superpower!  

https://d2l.cbe.ab.ca/d2l/le/content/498396/viewContent/14824905/View
https://www.amazon.ca/Unlocking-English-Learners-Potential-Strategies-ebook/dp/B07C6MNQFQ/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3MRN2K4V6E4ZO&keywords=unlocking+english+learners+potential&qid=1702510905&s=books&sprefix=unlocking+engli,stripbooks,128&sr=1-1
https://eams.cbe.ab.ca/UI/registrations/processRegistration.aspx?eId=6490&menu=reg
https://www.amazon.ca/Inside-Out-Back-Again-Thanhha/dp/0061962791/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2PP4TBDX3SGM0&keywords=inside+out+and+back+again&qid=1702510953&s=books&sprefix=inside+out+and+back+again%2Cstripbooks%2C147&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.ca/Inside-Out-Back-Again-Thanhha/dp/0061962791/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2PP4TBDX3SGM0&keywords=inside+out+and+back+again&qid=1702510953&s=books&sprefix=inside+out+and+back+again%2Cstripbooks%2C147&sr=1-1
https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/background-knowledge-and-ells-what-teachers-need-know
https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/background-knowledge-and-ells-what-teachers-need-know
https://pz.harvard.edu/sites/default/files/3-2-1%20Bridge_0.pdf
mailto:ellsupport@cbe.ab.ca
mailto:ellsupport@cbe.ab.ca?subject=Hello%20EAL%20team,%20I%20require%20your%20support.
https://twitter.com/EALcbe
https://www.youtube.com/live/Y7vCgzK8jog?si=WmfCP6nHYuaTEHcQ&t=222
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